A Dream Turns into a Reality
An empowering story of a woman who connects communities

It all started with a passionate question. Where are all the Greek Muslims? Many times, I would
visit the Google search engine or the YouTube website and type in 'Greek Muslims' only to find
very few relevant results, if any. After a couple of years, I just gave up. But then something
happened. Little by little, I would stumble upon a convert story of a Greek Muslim or a video
and slowly find emails trickling in from a few Greek Muslims.

The majority of Greek Muslims are scattered around the world in places like Canada, USA, the
UK, Germany, Australia and of course Greece. We are all living in different worlds but we have
one passion in common and that is to connect with each other. Not because our nationality
brings us together but rather it is our beliefs as Muslims and our struggle to find balance
between Islam and our cultural identity. Contrary to what many believe, when we become
Muslim, we do not transform to an Arab or a Turk but we our proud to keep our Greek heritage
and connection because Islam allows us to do that.

One day, I finally decided to stop dreaming and take action to gather Greek Muslims from all
walks of life. And this became the birth of www.greekmuslims.com. This project serves as the
first to build a dynamic online global Greek Muslim community for spiritual and social
development as well as to provide an active voice in dialogue with the general Greek community
in Greece and around the world. Our website is in the form of a blog that is updated frequently
with world news that affect our community, societal issues and articles about how Islam
interacts with our daily lives.

With active discussions being held online, I do see some negative comments from time to time
from non-Muslims Greeks, especially around the idea that they either think we are pretending to
be Greeks when we are Turks or Arabs or over heated debates about the misconstrued Ottoman-
Greek rivalry. I welcome all types of comments because one of our main purposes of our project
is to clarify the true meaning of Islam directly from the source and clarify heavily distorted or
false propaganda that is disseminated around the world, especially throughout the West.

We want to be transparent and let Greeks know about our thoughts, beliefs, spirituality and
inspirations so we offer a Question/Answer section on our website where non-Muslims can ask us
questions openly, which are archived and saved for others to view.

In the future, I have high hopes to cooperate with Greek Muslim leaders as well as government
officials in Greece to help build and support organized communal systems to provide Muslims
with services such as publications, activity development and education. If you would like to join
our dynamic community, you can visit our website, www.greekmuslims.com. If you would like
to help make a difference in this project or you would like us to help your organization in issues
or services that relate to our project, please contact me at info@greekmuslims.com.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Iman Kouvalis is a business owner and former school Vice-Principal who specializes in leading
Muslims to structure and organize their communities for spiritual, social and dawah development. She is a decendent of
Greek parents who after researching comparative religion, chose to convert to Islam in the year 2000. Since then, she has led
numerous community events and projects spreading and clarifying the message of Islam. She lives in Canada with her family.

Translation from English to Greek using www.google.com/translate
(Needs to be checked for accuracy.)
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